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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


Medical  Officer's  Department , 
Town  Hall Oxford. 

To  the  Members  of  the  City  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  a  report  of  the 
sanitary  condition  of  the  district  during  the  year  1904. 


Summary  of  Vital  Statistics. 

Area  in  statute  acres,  4,719. 

Population  estimated  to  the  middle  of  1904  =  50,506. 

Total  Births  =  1,100  ;  rate  per  1,000  =  2177. 

Total  Deaths  =  641  ;  rate  per  1,000  =  12-69. 

Death-rate  from  the  seven  chief  Zymotic  Diseases  =  0*91 1. 
Deaths  under  one  year,  rate  per  1,000  Births  =  112*7. 
Percentage  of  Deaths  not  medically  certified  =  0*47. 

Death  and  Birth-rates  in  England  and  Wales,  &c.  Oxford 
is  placed  among  the  142  towns  : — 


Birth 

Rate. 

Death 

Rate. 

Zymotic 

Death 

Rate. 

Infants  under  one 
year;  rate  per 
1,000  Births. 

England  and  Wales 

27-9 

17-2 

I '94 

146 

76  'Towns 

29*1 

15*6 

2-49 

160 

142  Towns  - 

27-5 

2*02 

154 

Oxford 

2  I  *8 

12*7 

0*91 
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In  the  event  of  a  non-resident  being  admitted  to  any 
of  the  following  Institutions  situated  in  the  City,  viz..  Rad- 
clifife  Infirmary,  Eye  Hospital,  City  Hospital,  St.  John’s 
Hospital,  or  the  Warneford  Asylum,  and  dying  there,  the 
death  is  excluded,  while  the  death  of  an  Oxford  resident 
occurring  in  the  Small  Pox  Hospital,  Headington  Work- 
house,  or  Littlemore  Asylum,  which  are  not  in  the  City, 
is  included  in  the  nett  death-rate. 

The  age  and  sex  distribution  is  slightly  more  favourable 
to  life  in  Oxford  than  it  is  in  England  and  Wales  as  a 
whole,  and  for  purposes  of  comparison,  the  Oxford  death- 
rate  should  be  multiplied  by  i ’026.  The  following  is  a  list 
of  the  tables  dealing  with  the  Vital  Statistics  of  the  City  : — 

I.  Population,  &c.,  at  time  of  1901  Census. 

The  Colleges  and  Halls  situated  within  the  Oxford  Poor 
Law  Incorporation  constitute  a  separate  parish,  the  area 
of  which  is  included  in  the  areas  of  the  surrounding  or 
adjoining  parishes.  The  parish  comprises  the  following: — - 
Wadham,  Christ  Church,  Pembroke,  Balliol,  St.  John’s, 
Trinity,  All  Souls,  Brasenose,  Lincoln,  Oriel  (part),  St. 
Mary’s  Hall,  Exeter,  Jesus,  Magdalen,  Hertford,  New 
College,  Queen’s,  St.  Edmund’s  Hall,  University,  New  Inn 
Hall,  and  Worcester;  while  Charsley’s  Hall,  Keble,  Corpus 
Christi,  Merton,  Oriel  (part),  and  St.  Alban  Hall,  situated 
in  the  Headington  district,  are  rated  in  their  corporate 
character  as  integral  parts  of  the  parishes  in  which  they  are 
situated. 

II.  Age  and  sex  distribution  of  the  population. 

III.  Vital  Statistics  of  the  whole  district  for  1904  and 
previous  years. 

IV.  Deaths  and  births  belonging  to  the  district  during 
1904,  arranged  in  parishes. 
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The  deaths  of  residents  in  Public  Institutions  have  been 
referred  to  their  proper  parishes. 

IVa.  Causes  of  death  in  the  different  parishes. 

V.  Deaths  in  Public  Institutions. 

VI.  Causes  and  ages  of  deaths  which  make  up  the  nett 
death-rate. 

VII.  Notifications  of  Infectious  Disease  during  last  ten 
years. 

VIII.  Ages  of  cases  notified  during  1904. 

IX.  Districts  in  which  the  cases  occurred. 

X.  Deaths  from  some  of  the  more  important  preventable 
diseases  since  1872. 

XI.  The  Zvmotic  Death-rate. 

* 

Population  and  Vital  Statistics.  Tables  I.  to  VI. 

Tables  I.  and  II.  have  been  reprinted  for  the  sake  of 
reference. 

In  Table  III.  will  be  found  a  summary  of  the  vital 
statistics  of  the  district  for  the  past  ten  years.  The  nett 
death-rate,  I2'69,  is  the  lowest  on  record,  viz.,  from  1872, 
but  the  birth-rate  is  also  very  low,  though  not  quite  so 
low  as  last  year.  A  steady  fall  in  the  birth-rate  is  natu¬ 
rally  accompanied  by  a  decline  in  the  death-rate  for  some 
years,  though  the  effect  will  subsequently  be  reversed.  On 
the  other  hand  the  age  distribution  in  Oxford,  as  mentioned 
above,  is  only  slightly  more  favourable  to  life  than  that  in 
England  and  Wales,  and  if  allowance  is  made  for  this  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  1901  Census,  the  death-rate  will  even  then 
be  found  to  be  only  I3'0. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  is  again  fairly  satisfactory,  but 
not  to  be  compared  with  last  year’s  figures. 

B  2 
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Infant  Mortality. 

1,100  births  were  registered  in  the  district  in  1904,  and 
during  the  year,  124  children  died  before  reaching  the  age 
of  one  year  ;  or,  in  other  words,  the  death-rate  of  children 
under  one  year  per  1,000  births  was  1127.  This  figure, 
although  considerably  higher  than  last  year,  compares 
very  favourably  with  that  for  other  towns. 

In  the  Table  below  will  be  found  the  chief  causes  of 
death,  and  the  ages  at  which  these  deaths  occurred. 


Age  at  Death. 

remature  and  De¬ 
bility  at  Birth. 

ongenital  Defects. 

Convulsions. 

Dentition. 

Wasting. 

Diarrhoea,  Gas¬ 
tritis,  &c. 

Respiratory 

Diseases. 

Infectious 

Diseases. 

Accident. 

Other  causes. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

P4 

O 

Birth — 1  day  - 

6 

1 

4 

3 

7 

1  day 

2 

2 

2 

2  days  - 

1 

I 

2 

2 

2 

I 

1 

2 

3 

n  - 

5  5) 

4  »> 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

2 

5  jj 

2 

2 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  *  * 

•  •  • 

I 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

1 

*  m  j 

1 

6  „ 

Birth — 1  week 

13 

•  •  • 

2 

•  •  • 

I 

•  •  • 

I 

2 

1 1 

8 

19 

1  week  - 

2  weeks  - 

3  5> 

2 

I 

2 

1 

3 

4 

I 

I 

I 

3 

3 

3 

2 

O 

6 

I 

5 

Birth — 1  month 

22 

I 

2 

•  •  • 

2 

3 

I 

2 

|*9 

14 

33 

1  month  - 

3 

•  •  • 

I 

•  •  • 

I 

7 

3 

I 

•  •  • 

IO 

6 

16 

2  months 

3 

I 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

3 

5 

1 

I 

I 

5 

10 

!5 

3  5) 

1 

»  •  » 

I 

•  •  • 

2 

8 

2 

•  •  0 

I 

8 

7 

15 

1 

T 

2 

I 

I 

5 

A 

9 

4  >) 

O 

5  »  - 

I 

2 

1 

A 

4 

I 

6 

2 

2 

8 

T* 

T* 

I  I 

6 

7  „  - 

1 

•  •  • 

I 

I 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

3 

•  •  » 

•  •  • 

2 

O 

4 

6 

8  „  -  - 

9  »  - 

2 

2 

2 

•  •  ■ 

•  •  • 

;  •  • 

I 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

I 

•  •  • 

I 

1 

4 

5 

1  1 

1  1 

O  W 

W  1-4 

I 

1 

1 

2 

1 

g 

1 

2 

2 

1 

4 

5 

J _ 

I 

1 

Birth  to  1  )  ear 

,2 

1 

4 

6 

2 

9 

39 

15 

6 

3 

!  8 

61 

63 

T24 

7 


In  order  to  ascertain  if  anything  could  be  done  to  prevent 
this  loss  of  life,  a  large  number  of  the  houses,  in  which 
deaths  had  occurred,  were  inspected  and  certain  enquiries 
made.  Thanks  to  the  energy  of  Mr.  T.  W.  Hull,  particulars 
were  obtained  in  108  out  of  124  cases,  and  from  them 
Tables  A  and  B  have  been  compiled.  Owing  to  great  pres¬ 
sure  of  work  the  majority  of  the  visits  were  not  made  until 
the  last  quarter  of  the  year,  with  the  result  that  in  several 
cases  the  parents  could  not  be  found. 

In  these  Tables  children  who  died  before  reaching  the  age 
of  one  week  have  been  omitted. 

In  Table  A  (see  page  8)  the  causes  of  death  have  been 
divided  into  five  main  headings,  and  the  various  diets  given 
under  each  heading,  while  in  Table  B  certain  factors  likely 
to  affect  the  well-being  of  the  infant,  directly  or  indirectly, 
have  been  set  down.  In  these  Tables  “Congenital  Defects  ” 
is  included  under  “  Premature  Birth,  &c.” 

In  considering  Table  A,  we  must  remember  that  we  are 
dealing  with  very  small  numbers,  and  must  draw  conclu¬ 
sions  with  great  caution.  The  small  percentage  of  children 
brought  up  on  the  breast,  even  during  the  first  few  months 
of  life,  is  most  striking  ;  but  we  are  dealing  here  only  with 
the  children  who  died,  and  I  hope  soon  to  be  in  a  position 
to  say  what  percentage  of  the  children  born  in  Oxford,  or  at 
least  certain  districts  of  Oxford,  are  breast-fed.  The  total 
percentage  of  breast-fed  children  is  small,  but  the  percentage 
is  far  smaller  in  the  case  of  children  who  died  of  diarrhoea, 
and  other  diseases  of  the  digestive  system,  than  in  the  case 
of  those  who  died  of  other  diseases.  Thus,  if  we  divide  the 
deaths  into  two  headings,  Diarrhoea  and  all  other  causes, 
we  find  percentage  of  children  fed  on  the  breast  (see 
page  9) 
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TABLE  A. 


Cause  of  death. 

Breast  (only). 

Breast  (partial). 

Milk  and  water. 

Milk  and  patent 

food. 

Milk  and  oatmeal, 

baked  flour,  &c. 

Milk  and  bread, 

or  biscuits. 

Humanized  milk, 

&c.,  &c. 

Totals. 

tf) 

Premature  Birth,  &c. 

5 

4 

•  •  • 

I 

9  •  • 

IO 

<v 

<u 

Convulsions  and  Dentition 

5  •  0 

•  •  • 

i 

•  •  • 

*  «  • 

0*0 

0  0* 

I 

£ 

Wasting,  &c.  - 

i 

2 

•  •  • 

0  •  0 

0  0  0 

3 

o 

4-> 

Diarrhoea,  &c.  - 

0  0  0 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

♦  •  • 

•  •  • 

000 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

H 

Other  causes  - 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

000 

•  0  0 

0  0  0 

5 

... 

6 

2 

1 

0  0  0 

0  0* 

14 

0 

</) 

Premature  Birth,  &c. 

2 

3 

•  •  • 

I 

0  0  0 

I 

7 

rG 

4-* 

c 

Convulsions  and  Dentition 

I 

•  •  • 

i 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  0  0 

2 

E 

Wasting,  &c.  - 

i 

I 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

2 

o 

Diarrhoea,  &c.  - 

I 

•  •  • 

8 

I 

I 

0  0  0 

I 

12 

M 

Other  causes  - 

4 

•  •  • 

i 

*  *  * 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

5 

8 

... 

14 

2 

2 

•  •  • 

2 

28 

(S) 

Premature  Birth,  &c. 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

«  •  t 

«00 

2 

|G 

*M 

G 

Convulsions  and  Dentition 

•  •  • 

»  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

000 

E 

Wasting,  &c.  - 

3 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

3 

O 

-*-> 

Diarrhoea,  &c.  - 

3 

.  •  • 

6 

3 

•  •  • 

I 

0  0  0 

13 

Other  causes  - 

2 

3 

i 

... 

•  0  . 

0  0  0 

6 

7 

... 

12 

4 

•  •  • 

I 

0  0  0 

24 

Jh 

Cti 

Premature  Birth,  &c. 

2 

i 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

3 

M 

Convulsions  and  Dentition 

2 

2 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

•  •  • 

4 

o 

4-> 

Wasting,  &c. 

. . . 

•  •  •  I 

•  •  • 

•  •  . 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

•  •  • 

0G 

4-» 

Diarrhoea,  &c.  - 

I 

.  .  .  1 

5 

3 

0  0  0 

I 

I 

1 1 

o 

E 

Other  causes  - 

4 

I 

4 

2 

0  0  0 

I 

I 

13 

7 

I 

1 1 

8 

0  0  0 

2 

2 

31 

27 

I 

43 

t6 

3 

3 

4 

97 

9 


Age  at  death. 

I — 4  weeks. 

I — 4  mths. 

4 — 6  mths. 

6  mths. — 1  year. 

Diarrhoea  - 

O 

8 

23 

9 

All  other  causes 

45 

44 

36 

50 

These  figures  seem  to  show  that  what  has  been  found  to 
be  the  case  in  other  towns  is  also  true  for  Oxford ;  that 
diarrhoea  is  especially  a  disease  of  children  who*  are  not 
brought  up  on  the  breast.  We  must  not,  however,  say  that 
diarrhoea  is  only  a  question  of  feeding  ;  there  are  certain 
points  brought  out  in  Table  B  which  must  not  be  over¬ 
looked. 

In  addition  to  the  factors  in  the  above  Table,  it  should 
be  mentioned  that  six  mothers  resorted  to  artificial  feeding 
because  their  milk  stopped,  and  one  of  them  stated  that  the 
child  never  did  well  after  that.  In  only  two  cases  were 
the  children  stated  to  be  fed  at  meals.  The  kind  of  bottle 
employed  was  investigated  in  some  instances,  1 6  parents 
being  found  to  use  a  bottle  without  a  tube,  while  n  pre¬ 
ferred  the  old  sort  with  a  long  tube.  This  special  point, 
however,  was  investigated  mainly  in  a  district  in  which 
a  good  deal  has  been  done  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the 
infants. 

But  few  comments  are  necessary  on  Table  B,  which 
speaks  for  itself.  With  regard  to  insurance,  it  has  been 
shown  that,  age  for  age,  the  death-rate  among  insured  chil¬ 
dren  is  lower  than  that  among  those  not  insured,  and  the 
evidence  obtained  in  this  investigation  is  not  opposed  to 
such  a  conclusion.  Under  “dirty  house”  only  the  worst 
cases  have  been  included. 

Leaving  out  the  deaths  from  Premature  Birth,  &c.,  we 
may  substitute  for  the  headings,  “  First  or  Only  Child,” 
“Dirty  House,”  and  “Illegitimate,”  the  words  Ignorance, 
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TABLE  B. 


Factors  likely  to  affect  children. 

Premature  Birth, 

&c. 

Convulsions  and 

Dentition. 

Wasting. 

Diarrhoea,  &c. 

All  other  causes. 

i 

First  or  only  child 

5 

2 

I 

8 

3 

2 

Mother  dead,  nurse  children,  &c.  - 

i 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

4 

i 

3 

Dirty  house  ----- 

i 

I 

I 

5 

i 

4 

Illegitimate  ----- 

i 

I 

•  •  • 

7 

•  •  • 

5 

Insured . 

4 

2 

2 

n 

9 

Total  deaths  - 

22 

6 

6 

39 

24 

Neglect,  and  Crime  ;  and  a  glance  at  the  Table  will  show 
that  it  is  against  these  three  that  we  must  wage  war  if  we 
are  ever  to  cope  with  the  main  factor  in  our  infant  mortality. 

During  the  year  the  following  leaflet  was  distributed 
among  many  of  the  poor  : — 

CITY  OF  OXFORD. 

THE  FEEDING  AND  CARE  OF  INFANTS. 

THREE  THINGS  TO  REMEMBER. 

I.  The  deaths  of  a  large  number  of  young  children  arc 
due  to  diseases  of  the  digestive  organs. 

II.  Every  healthy  mother  contributes  to  the  illness  and 
death  of  her  child  by  refusing  to  nurse  it. 

III.  The  mother’s  milk  is  specially  important  during  the 
first  few  months  of  life,  and  for  this  period  at  least 
breast  feeding  must  be  insisted  upon. 

CAREFUL  FEEDING,  CLEANLINESS,  PLENTY 
OF  FRESH  AIR  AND  SUN-LIGHT,  are  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  health  of  an  infant. 


I.  Give  your  baby  nothing  but  milk  for  the  first 

six  months,  and,  if  possible,  feed  it  only  on 
the  breast* 

Breast  fed  infants  are  healthier  than  those  fed  on  the 
bottle.  They  should  be  given  the  breast  at  regular  times, 
and  not  because  they  cry. 

Let  them  have  the  breast  for  about  ten  minutes  at  a  time, 
every  two  hours  during  the  day,  and  every  four  hours 
during  the  night,  at  first,  and  not  quite  so  often  when  they 
are  a  little  older. 

In  order  that  the  milk  may  be  wholesome,  the  mother 
must  lead  a  healthy  life  and  eat  plain  food.  Beer  and  spirits 
are  not  necessary,  and  should  be  avoided. 

If  for  any  reason  a  mother  cannot  suckle  her  child  she 
must  obtain  full  directions  for  feeding  it  from  a  doctor. 

II.  Diet  from  six  months  of  age  to  one  year. 

Wean  the  child  gradually  and  not  in  very  hot  weather. 
The  child  should  be  fed  five  times  a  day,  and  have  about 
12  tablespoonfuls  of  fresh  milk  at  each  meal.  A  small 
quantity  of  infants’  food  may  be  added  to  each  feed,  and, 
after  nine  months,  a  little  bread  and  milk,  or  bread  and 
gravy,  may  be  given  once  a  day. 

When  a  child  is  first  weaned,  the  milk  should  be  mixed 
with  water  or  barley  water.  On  no  account  allow  an  infant 
to  have  scraps  from  its  parents’  plates,  or  give  it  cakes  for 
a  treat.  The  utmost  care  must  be  taken  that  the  milk  is 
always  sweet.  Always  use  fresh  milk. 

Keep  the  milk  covered  up  and  in  a  clean  place. 

Scald  each  feed  before  putting  it  in  the  bottle. 

Never  use  bottles  with  long  tubes,  as  it  is  impossible  to 
keep  them  clean.  Use  a  bottle  with  an  indiarubber  teat ; 
hold  the  bottle  while  the  child  has  its  meal,  and  then  take 
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it  away.  Wash  the  bottle  and  teat  after  each  feed  with 
boiling  water. 

III.  Diet  after  the  child  is  a  year  old. 

You  may  give  the  child  more  bread  and  milk  and  gravy. 
It  should  have  no  meat  until  it  is  18  months  old. 

It  is  a  good  plan  to  weigh  the  child  from  time  to  time. 
A  healthy  child  should  gain  weight  steadily. 

IV.  Washing. 

Give  the  baby  a  warm  bath  every  day  and  dry  it  carefully, 
especially  in  the  folds  of  the  skin. 

Never  leave  on  a  soiled  napkin,  and  wash  and  powder  the 
parts  every  time  the  napkin  is  changed. 

V.  Clothing. 

Use  flannel  and  wool  as  much  as  possible.  The  clothes 
must  not  fit  too  tightly,  and  the  legs  and  arms  should  be 
covered. 

VI.  Sleeping. 

Every  infant  should  sleep  in  a  cot  by  itself,  and  not  in 
a  bed  with  grown  up  persons. 

VII.  Fresh  Air. 

Let  the  child  live  and  sleep  out  of  doors  as  much  as 
possible  by  day.  At  night  always  keep  the  bedroom 
window  open.  Let  there  be  as  much  sunlight  in  the  house 
as  you  possibly  can. 

If  your  child  does  not  thrive,  call  in  a  doctor  at 
once.  Slight  ailments  in  a  child,  if  not  taken  in 
time,  often  lead  on  to  serious  illness  or  death. 
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Plenty  of  pure,  fresh  air  is  important  for  your  own 
health,  but  it  is  a  hundred  times  more  important  for  the 
health  of  your  children. 

Do  not  store  up  useless  articles  in  your  rooms  ;  they  only 
harbour  dirt  and  dust,  and  make  it  impossible  to  keep  your 
house  clean. 

Do  not  allow  any  refuse  to  lie  about ;  burn  what  you  can 
and  put  the  rest  in  a  proper  receptacle,  and  see  that  it  is 
removed  three  times  a  week. 

Keep  your  sinks,  closets  and  gully  traps  clean. 

Do  not  be  afraid  to  keep  your  windows  open,  day  and 
night. 

Report  all  blocked  drains,  smells,  &c.,  at  once.  You  can 
always  obtain  disinfectants  by  taking  a  bottle  to  the  Sani¬ 
tary  Department,  but  remember  Soap  and  Water,  Fresh 
Air,  Sunlight,  are  far  better  than  buckets  of  disinfectants. 

A.  L.  ORMEROD,  M.D., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Town  Hall , 

Oxford. 

It  must,  however,  be  remembered  that  far  more  good  can 
be  done  by  a  little  personal  instruction  than  by  the  distri¬ 
bution  of  leaflets,  the  great  majority  of  which  are  never  even 
read. 

In  Tables  IV.  and  IVa.,  the  births  and  deaths  which 
make  up  the  nett  rates  are  distributed  among  the  various 
parishes.  The  rates  have  been  calculated  on  the  Census 
figures  for  1901.  Upon  the  whole  the  figures  for  the  dif¬ 
ferent  parishes  are  fairly  level,  but  St.  Clement’s  and  St. 
Ebbe’s  again  head  the  list  of  the  larger  parishes,  with 
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infant  mortality  rates  of  143  and  140  respectively.  Al¬ 
though  the  figures  for  none  of  the  larger  parishes  are  ex¬ 
ceptionally  bad,  in  a  place  like  Oxford  the  death  and  infant 
mortality  rates  should  be  considerably  lower  than  they  are 
at  present.  There  are  unfortunately  a  number  of  courts  and 
alleys  which  are  of  no  credit  to  the  City,  and  little  improve¬ 
ment  can  be  hoped  for  in  the  vital  statistics  of  some  of  the 
larger  districts  until  the  conditions  under  which  the  people 
live  are  considerably  improved. 

With  the  exception  of  the  relatively  large  number  of 
deaths  from  diarrhoea  and  enteritis  in  St.  Ebbe’s,  Table  IVa. 
presents  no  very  striking  features.  The  deaths  from  the 
seven  chief  Zymotic  diseases,  and  the  parishes  in  which 
they  occurred,  may  be  seen  in  this  Table. 

Table  VI.  gives  an  analysis  of  the  deaths  which  make  up 
the  nett  death-rate.  There  is  a  large  increase  compared 
with  last  year  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  diarrhoea  and 
the  allied  diseases. 

The  deaths  from  the  various  forms  of  tuberculosis  show 
a  slight  diminution,  as  also  do  those  from  respiratory 
diseases. 

It  will  be  observed  that  although  a  large  number  of 
deaths  were  due  to  heart  disease,  in  only  one  case  was  the 
cause  of  the  disease  certified  as  due  to  rheumatism.  Chil¬ 
dren  born  of  parents  with  a  rheumatic  history  seem  to  be 
far  more  liable  to  catch  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria  than 
others,  and  it  is  most  important  to  obtain  some  record  of 
the  prevalence  of  rheumatic  fever  in  Oxford,  and  ascertain 
in  how  many  deaths  from  heart  disease  the  mischief  was 
caused  by  rheumatic  fever. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Tables  VII.  to  XI.  From  the  seven  chief  Zymotic 
diseases  46  deaths  occurred  against  29  in  1903.  There 
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was  an  increase  of  18  in  the  case  of  diarrhoea,  31  deaths 
from  that  cause  being  registered,  as  against  13  in  1903. 

There  was  a  very  large  increase  in  the  number  of  cases 
of  notifiable  diseases  entirely  due  to  the  prevalence  of 
Scarlet  Fever. 

The  Seven  Chief  Zymotic  Diseases. 

Small  Pox.  The  City  was  very  fortunate  in  escaping  so 
lightly  from  Small  Pox.  On  two  or  three  occasions  tramps 
who  had  contracted  the  disease  elsewhere  developed  it  a 
few  days  after  passing  through  Oxford.  At  the  beginning 
of  March  a  man  who  had  been  exposed  to  Small  Pox  in 
Nottingham  arrived  in  Oxford,  in  the  first  stages  of  the 
disease,  and  put  up  at  a  lodging-house.  Three  days  later, 
when  the  rash  was  well  developed,  he  reported  himself  at 
the  City  Police  Station  at  11.30  p.m.,  and  was  promptly 
removed  to  the  Small  Pox  Hospital.  Although  he  had 
been  in  the  town  three  days,  and  had  been  in  the  Reading 
Room  at  the  Public  Library,  he  only  gave  the  disease  to 
the  landlord  at  the  house  where  he  lodged. 

On  April  2nd  a  man  came  up  to  the  Radcliffe  Infirmary 
for  advice  from  a  village  near  Oxford,  and  being  found  to 
be  suffering  from  Small  Pox  was  removed  to  the  Small 
Pox  Hospital.  He  had  been  in  Oxford  on  several  occa¬ 
sions,  but  there  was  no  evidence  to  show  that  he  had  con¬ 
tracted  the  disease  from  either  of  the  other  patients.  All 
three  patients  ultimately  made  good  recoveries. 

It  is  probable  that  the  disease  in  the  first  patient  was  not 
of  a  highly  infective  character,  as  it  will  be  remembered 
that  in  1903  a  patient  who  was  only  in  Oxford  a  few 
hours  gave  the  disease  to  at  least  seven  persons. 

Scarlet  Fever.  Scarlet  F'cver  was  very  prevaleut  during 
the  year  ;  the  number  of  cases  reported  being  384.  With 
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the  exception  of  1903,  when  175  cases  were  reported,  the 
City  has  been  extraordinarily  free  from  the  disease  for 
some  time,  the  last  epidemic  being  in  1893-4,  in  which 
years  respectively  261  and  309  cases  were  notified.  Of 
the  384  cases,  4,  or  just  over  i°/q,  terminated  fatally.  Al¬ 
though  the  actual  death-rate  was  low,  it  should  be  remem¬ 
bered  that  many  of  the  children  who  recovered  will  suffer 
from  the  effects  of  the  disease  for  years.  The  number  of 
deaths  in  past  years  will  be  found  in  Table  X.  307  out 
of  384  cases,  or  nearly  80%,  were  removed  to  the  City 
Hospital  during  the  year,  the  number  of  cases  reported 
each  quarter  being  1 15,  64,  68,  and  137,  of  which  87,  64, 
66,  and  90  respectively  were  treated  in  hospital.  In  the 
first  and  fourth  quarters  it  was  impossible  to  take  in  all 
the  cases. 

In  Table  IX.  may  be  seen  the  parishes  in  which  the  cases 
occurred.  The  disease  was  widely  distributed,  but  there 
were  a  few  sharp  outbreaks,  as  in  St.  Peter-in-the-East 
(Mixed)  School  in  January,  and  St.  Frideswide’s  Infant 
School  in  June. 

Why  a  disease  like  Scarlet  Fever,  which  is  always  endemic, 
should  at  times  become  epidemic,  is  unknown.  Although 
it  is  always  infectious,  in  certain  cases  the  infective  character 
of  the  disease  seems  to  be  enormously  increased.  These 
cases  present  no  unusual  or  distinguishing  clinical  symptoms, 
and  the  mischief  arising  from  them  appears  to  be  due  to 
some  peculiarity  in  the  disease  itself,  rather  than  to  the 
circumstances  under  which  the  case  occurs.  The  same  holds 
true  with  Small  Pox. 

In  the  case  of  Measles  it  is  unusual  for  any  children  in 
an  infected  house,  with  the  exception  of  infants,  to  escape 
unless  they  have  already  had  the  disease  ;  but  in  Scarlet 
Fever  it  is  not  uncommon  for  the  mischief  to  be  limited 
to  a  single  case  even  when  no  serious  attempt  is  made  to 
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isolate  the  patient.  This  gives  a  false  sense  of  security, 
and  should  the  case  prove  to  be  of  the  highly  infective 
character,  those  who  rely  on  the  rough  and  ready  method  of 
isolation  usually  adopted  at  home  receive  a  rude  awakening. 

In  the  past  year  two  main  features  in  spreading  Scarlet 
Fever  have  been  :  (i.)  the  highly  infective  type  of  the 
disease  ;  (ii.)  its  mild  character.  There  should  be  little 
or  no  difficulty  in  recognising  a  typical  case  of  the  disease 
in  the  early  stages,  but  in  very  mild  cases  it  is  often  almost 
an  impossibility.  Those  who  have  had  the  misfortune  to 
deal  with  an  outbreak  in  an  institution  know,  only  too  well, 
how  exceedingly  hard  it  is  to  say  whether  certain  cases 
of  apparently  trivial  indisposition  are  Scarlet  Fever  or  not. 
If  the  difficulty  is  great  in  an  institution,  even  when  the 
authorities  are  on  the  look-out  for  Scarlet  Fever,  it  is 
a  thousand  times  greater  in  municipal  work,  where  many 
of  the  parents  have  never  seen  cases  of  the  disease,  and  are 
only  too  ready  to  diagnose  every  ailment  as  a  “violent  cold.” 
In  many  instances  a  diagnosis  has  only  been  made  when 
a  second  child  develops  a  typical  attack,  or  on  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  desquamation,  nephritis,  &c.,  in  the  original  case. 
On  several  occasions  the  rash  would  seem  only  to  have 
lasted  a  very  short  time,  or  to  have  been  altogether  absent, 
and  desquamation,  delayed  until  the  third  or  fourth  week, 
was  so  trifling  that  it  might  have  easily  been  overlooked, 
and  yet  these  children  spread  the  disease  broadcast. 

The  following  case  of  one  family  will  serve  to  illustrate 
the  above  facts  : — 

A.  was  sick  on  September  29th,  and  had  a  slight  sore 
throat,  but  was  reported  to  have  had  no  rash.  Returned  to 
school  on  Oct.  2nd. 

B. ,  who  did  not  attend  school,  was  sick  on  Oct.  2nd,  but 
no  rash  was  seen. 


i8 


C.  was  sick  on  Oct.  ioth,  and  was  stated  to  have  had* 
a  slight  rash  2  days  later,  but  the  nature  of  the  disease  was 
not  suspected  until  D.  and  E.,  who  were  both  sick  on  the 
16th,  had  a  well-marked  rash  on  the  17th. 

The  cases  were  treated  at  home,  and  the  remaining  two 
children,  F.  and  G.,  developed  the  disease  on  Nov.  4th  and 
9th.  There  can  be  little  doubt  that  A/s  illness  was  really 
Scarlet  Fever,  as  it  was  followed  by  desquamation,  which 
did  not,  however,  begin  until  Oct.  26th.  In  the  case  of 
B.,  no  desquamation  was  ever  observed — not  an  uncommon 
occurrence  in  a  very  young  child,  but  he  suffered  from 
enlarged  glands,  a  common  sequela  of  Scarlet  Fever.  In 
the  case  of  C.,  where  there  was  some  doubt  about  the  rash, 
the  illness  was  followed  by  typical  desquamation,  and  acute 
nephritis  at  the  end  of  the  third  week. 

The  above  instance,  which  is  only  one  of  many,  shows 
how  great  the  difficulties  were  which  had  to  be  contended 
with,  and  if  we  remember,  in  addition,  that  in  many  cases 
the  parents  were  guilty  of  gross  carelessness,  the  wonder 
is  that  there  were  so  few,  and  not  so  many  cases. 

Nursing  cases  at  home.  Although  at  times  during  the 
year  all  the  cases  could  not  be  treated  in  the  Hospital,  it 
was  possible  to  remove  the  severe  ones,  and  those  where 
nursing  at  home  would  have  involved  a  certain  amount  of 
danger  to  the  general  public,  or  prevented  the  parents  from 
earning  their  living.  In  many  cases  the  disease  spread  in 
these  houses,  but  there  was  no  evidence  that  the  infection 
was  conveyed  to  other  households.  In  the  latter  part  of 
the  year  a  nurse  from  the  Fever  Hospital  visited  many  of 
the  cases,  with  the  consent  of  the  medical  attendants,  and 
showed  the  mothers  how  to  nurse  their  children,  and  in¬ 
structed  them  as  to  what  precautions  they  ought  to  take 
to  prevent  spreading  the  disease. 
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Diphtheria. 

Only  21  cases  were  reported  during  the  year,  and  all  of 
them  recovered.  Only  once  since  1871  have  no  deaths  from 
diphtheria  been  registered  in  a  year. 

Measles. 

During  the  second  quarter  of  the  year  Measles  was  very 
prevalent  in  the  parishes  of  St.  Ebbe’s  and  St.  Aldate’s,  and 
caused  the  deaths  of  8  children,  all  of  whom  were  under 
5  years  of  age. 

Whooping  Cough. 

This  disease  was  much  less  prevalent,  and  only  3  deaths 
were  registered  from  this  cause. 

Fever. 

Only  five  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  were  notified  during 
the  year,  all  of  which  recovered.  Of  these  cases,  one  un¬ 
doubtedly  contracted  the  disease  away  from  Oxford,  and 
in  the  remaining  4  no  definite  source  of  infection  could  be 
discovered. 

Diarrhoea. 

31  deaths  from  Diarrhoea  were  registered  during  the  year, 
27  being  infants  under  one  year  of  age.  The  deaths  regis¬ 
tered  under  “  Diarrhoea,”  “  Epidemic  Enteritis,”  &c.,  are 
included  in  the  deaths  from  the  seven  chief  Zymotic  diseases, 
while  those  from  “  Gastritis,”  “  Enteritis,”  and  “  Gastro-En- 
teritis  ”  are  not.  During  1904,  12  deaths  of  children  under 
one  year  of  age  were  registered  under  these  headings,  and 
until  a  more  accurate  nomenclature  is  adopted,  it  will  be 
quite  impossible  to  draw  any  conclusions  from  those  figures. 
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Bacteriological  Work. 

The  following  specimens  have  been  examined  during  the 
year : — 


1st  Qr. 

2nd  Qr. 

3rd  Qr. 

4th  Qr. 

Total. 

For  Enteric  Fever 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  ♦ 

I 

3 

For  Pulmonary  Tuber- 

culosis 

1 1 

7 

7 

6 

31 

For  Diphtheria — 

A — Cases  in  Hospital 

7 

2 

2 

•  •  * 

1 1 

B — Cases  in  the  town 

23 

13 

15 

32 

83 

Total 

43 

22 

24 

39 

128 

The  small  number  of  specimens  examined  for  Diphtheria 
is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  City  was  remarkably  free  from 
that  disease  during  the  year. 


Corporation  Hospitals. 

Fever  Hospital. 

In  Hospital  Jan.  1st,  1904  =  44  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever. 

„  ,,  Dec.  31st,  1904=  33  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever. 

During  the  year  309  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  admitted 
to  the  Hospital,  including  2  children  from  outside  the 
district.  Of  the  307  Oxford  cases,  4  died,  corresponding 
to  a  fatality  of  1*3  per  cent. 

Of  the  21  cases  of  Diphtheria  notified  in  the  district  only 
3  were  treated  in  the  Hospital,  and  all  recovered. 

The  Matron  wishes  to  thank  many  kind  friends  for  very 
welcome  presents  of  toys,  books,  cakes,  and  clothes  during 
the  past  year.  Gifts  of  old  toys  and  cast  -  off  children’s 
clothes  wilkbe  always  gratefully  received. 


21 


Small  Pox  Hospital. 

Only  3  cases  were  treated  in  the  Hospital  during  the  year, 
all  of  whom  recovered.  Of  these,  one  did  not  belong  to  the 
district. 

Water  Supply. 

The  water  supplied  to  the  District  from  the  City  Water¬ 
works  has  been  satisfactory  throughout  the  year.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  figures  have  been  taken  from  the  monthly  Reports 
of  the  Public  Analyst  to  show  the  quality  of  the  water  at 
different  seasons  of  the  year.  The  figures  indicate  quantities 
as  grains  per  gallon  :  — 


Month. 

Total  Dissolved 
Solid  Matter. 

Chlorine  in 
Chlorides. 

Ammonia, 
free  and  Saline. 

Ammonia, 

Albuminoid. 

Nitrogen 
in  Nitrates. 

Nitrogen 
in  Nitrites. 

Oxygen  required 
to  Oxidise  Or¬ 
ganic  Matter  in 

3  hours. 

January 

28-28 

1-25 

•OOI 

•005 

*287 

O 

•OI9 

February 

3ro° 

J,5 

•OO4 

•007 

757 

O 

*021 

March  - 

29-4 

i*7 

•001 

•005 

*287 

O 

*024 

April  - 

J9'32 

1*2 

•001 

•O04 

-I75 

O 

•Ol6 

May 

21-28 

I  ’2 

•003 

•OO5 

•140 

O 

*024 

June  - 

18-76 

1*2 

•OOI 

•OO5 

•28 

O 

•008 

July  -  • 

2 1  -28 

r*3 

*001 

•OO5 

•200 

O 

•024 

August 

19-6 

T  *  2 

•OOI 

•OO5 

•168 

O 

•036 

September  - 

2  I  "O 

i*4 

•003 

*006 

•091 

O 

•O37 

October 

2  2  ’  1 2 

i*4 

*001 

•005 

*028 

O 

•020 

November  - 

23-8 

!*3 

*OOI 

•005 

*i  19 

O 

*042 

December  - 

33'° 

I*95 

*OOI 

•005 

•1 19 

O 

•023 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act. 

Notices  served  during  the  year  : — 

Dirty  premises. — Three  notices  were  served  in  the  case 
of  dirty  workshops,  and  two  for  dirty  laundries. 

C  2 
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Sanitary  Conveniences. — In  two  cases  notices  were  served 
to  provide  separate  sanitary  accommodation  for  each  sex. 
One  notice  was  given  to  provide  sanitary  accommodation, 
and  two  notices  to  put  defective  closets  in  a  proper  state 
of  repair. 

Smoke  Nuisance . — One  notice  was  served  to  abate  a  nui¬ 
sance  arising  from  this  cause. 

During  the  year  the  following  notices  were  received  from 
H.M.  Inspector,  viz.,  four  notifying  five  new  workshops,  and 
three  with  regard  to  separate  sanitary  accommodation  for 
each  sex,  absence  of  sanitary  convenience,  and  the  unsatis¬ 
factory  arrangement  of  a  closet. 

One  certificate  was  granted  for  adequate  means  of  escape 
from  fire. 


Home  Work . — Lists  of  out-workers  were  received  as  fol¬ 
lows,  all  being  makers  of  wearing  apparel : — 


February. 

August. 

Total. 

No.  of  Lists  received 

7 

6 

13 

„  Employers  represented  on 
ditto  - 

7 

6 

13 

„  Workers  ,,  „  4 

IOI 

162 

263 

„  Contractors  „  „ 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

6  extracts  from  the  above,  containing  the  names  and 
addresses  of  20  out-workers  in  February,  and  64  workers 
and  one  contractor  in  August,  were  forwarded  to  the  Clerks 
of  the  Local  Authority  of  the  districts  in  which  they  resided. 
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Infectious  Disease. — Only  a  few  cases  of  notifiable  disease 
were  reported  in  the  houses  of  out-workers.  In  all  cases 
the  necessary  disinfection  was  carried  out,  and  no  more 
work  was  taken  in  until  all  danger  of  infection  was  over. 

The  Inspector's  Report. 

This  report  deals  at  length  with  the  work  done  in  the 
removal  of  nuisances,  disinfection,  &c.  Information  will 
also  be  found  with  regard  to  the  work  done  in  removal 
of  house  refuse,  road  scavenging,  public  bathing  places,  &c., 
the  inspection  of  slaughter  houses,  dairies  and  milkshops, 
and  common  lodging-houses,  and  the  carrying  out  of  various 
Acts. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  L.  ORMEROD,  M.A.,  M.D., 

D.P.H.  (Oxon),  M.R.C.P., 

February ,  1905.  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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TABLE  I.  Population  1901  Census. 


Houses. 

Civil  Parish. 

Area  in 
Statute 
Acres. 

Inhabit¬ 

ed. 

Uninhabited. 

Build¬ 

ing. 

Population. 

In  occu¬ 
pation. 

Not  in  oc¬ 
cupation. 

1891. 

1901 . 

Binsey  . 

425 

14 

•  •  • 

78 

54 

Cowley  St.  John 

603 

2427 

46 

69 

19 

8668 

1 1061 

Holywell 

Oxford  University, 

249 

143 

1 

8 

1 

Os 

O 

710 

Colleges  &  Halls 

•  •  • 

77 

2 

... 

252 

279 

St.  Aldate 

533 

1066 

27 

22 

27 

4091 

4883 

St.  Clement  . 

53i 

692 

28 

3° 

3533 

3365 

St.  Ebbe 

48 

978 

36 

27 

•  •  • 

4964 

4486 

St.  Giles 

1430 

2449 

90 

81 

31 

10548 

11877 

St.  John 

St.  Martin  and  All 

9 

32 

1 

2 

•  •  • 

91 

83 

Saints 

1 2 

96 

56 

2 

2 

633 

452 

St.  Mary  Magdalen 

42 

3l8 

45 

15 

•  •  • 

1733 

1377 

St.  Mary-the-Virgin 

12 

5° 

10 

2 

•  •  ♦ 

224 

206 

St.  Michael  , 

i5 

130 

90 

7 

592 

586 

St.  Peter-in-the-East 

86 

91 

13 

6 

5 

497 

366 

St.  Peter-le-Bailey  . 

1 1 

1 36 

45 

7 

695 

656 

St.  Thomas  . 

712 

*  7S5 

36 

28 

•  •  • 

8434 

8895 

Unnamed 

T 

. . . 

. . . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

City  of  Oxford 

4719 

10484 

526 

306 

85 

45742 

49336 

TABLE  II.  Age  and  Sex  distribution  of  the 

Population 


All 

ages. 

0- 

5- 

10- 

15- 

20- 

25- 

35- 

45- 

55- 

65- 

75- 

85- 

Persons  > 

49336 

4742 

47T5 

5I9° 

5247 

4777 

7649 

6207 

4791 

332T 

1897 

693 

107 

Males 

21827 

2390 

2357 

2601 

2245 

T884 

3083'2704 

2095 

1 37  5 

794 

273 

26 

Females 

27509 

2352 

2358 

2589 

3002 

2893 

45  663503 

2696 

1946 

1103 

420 

81 

25 


TABLE  III.  Vital  Statistics  of  the  whole  District. 


0 

w 

•o  b 

(D 

Z  V 

a 

Ex 

S  rt 

V  V 

—4 

0  ° 

Births. 

Total  deaths  registered  in  the 
district. 

1  Public 
n  the 

residents 
ab.  Inst, 
ict. 

its  regis- 

[nst.  be* 

trict. 

Nett  deaths  at 
all  ages  be- 

Year. 

Under  1  year  of 
age. 

At  all  ages. 

:aths  ir 
utions  i 
listrict. 

Deaths  of  non- 
registered  in  Pi 

in  the  distr 

v  .2 

longing  to  the 
district. 

rt  "3 

&‘S 

0  e 

Ph 

Num¬ 

ber. 

Rate. 

Num¬ 

ber. 

Rate  per 
1000 
births 
registered 

Num¬ 

ber. 

Rate. 

H3  *ZJ 

C/3 

r-  £ 

a  >— * 

O 

H 

Deaths  oi 

tered  in 

yond 

Num¬ 

ber. 

Rate 

I 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

IO 

I  I 

12 

x3 

1894 

46907 

1166 

24'9 

128 

io9‘8 

664 

14-2 

108 

38 

26 

652 

x3'9 

1895 

47266 

1 244 

26-3 

164 

X3X’5 

781 

16-5 

hi 

36 

x9 

764 

i6'i 

j  1896 

47626 

1188 

24*9 

180 

ISI'5 

796 

16*7 

123 

46 

33 

783 

164 

1897 

47986 

1174 

24*5 

x53 

x3°’° 

754 

x5"4 

148 

49 

10 

7X5 

x4'9 

1898 

48346 

1  r6o 

24*0 

140 

120-5 

674 

x3'9 

118 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

662 

x3'7 

|  1899 

48706 

1094 

2  2  ’3 

x59 

1 45*5 

824 

16-9 

x35 

55 

x9 

788 

l6"2 

1900 

49066 

XX5X 

23*2 

x37 

119-0 

720 

x4’7 

126 

37 

34 

7X7 

14*6 

I90I 

49426 

1132 

23-0 

x47 

1 29'5 

00 

^4 

x3‘9 

x43 

28 

27 

686 

x3'9 

1902 

49786 

1 1 10 

22-3 

148 

x33’3 

764 

x5‘3 

163 

68 

0° 

726 

14-6 

I9°3 

5oi46 

1024 

20’4 

100 

97-6 

681 

x3-5 

141 

52 

28 

657 

x3'x 

Average 

of  ten 
years. 

48526 

1144 

23*6 

146 

127*1 

735 

x5’x 

132 

45 

25 

7X5 

14-7 

x9°4 

5°5°6 

1100 

2177 

1 24 

1127 

707 

14-0 

173 

85 

x9 

641 

12-7 

Rates  in  Columns  4,  8,  and  13  calculated  per  1000  of  estimated  population. 
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TABLE  IV.  Births  and  Deaths  distributed  among 

Parishes. 


Civil  Parish. 

Popula¬ 

tion, 

1901 . 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Deaths  under  1 

year,  rate  per 

1000  births. 

Num¬ 

ber. 

Rate. 

0- 

9 

I- 

5“ 

65- 

Total 

Rate. 

Binsey 

54 

1 

18-5 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Cowley  St.  John 

1 1061 

301 

27*2 

33 

2 

62 

5° 

*47 

*3*3 

I  IO 

Holywell 

710 

5 

7'° 

3 

•  •  • 

4 

6 

*3 

18*4 

600 

Oxford  Univ.  (part)  - 

279 

•  •  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

.  •  . 

1 

3-6 

♦  •  • 

St.  Aldate 

4883 

*3* 

26*8 

1 2 

IO 

24 

2 1 

67 

*37 

92 

St.  Clement  - 

3365 

98 

29*1 

*4 

4 

24 

16 

58 

17*2 

*43 

St.  Ebbe 

4486 

143 

31’9 

20 

5 

23 

23 

7* 

i5-8 

140 

St.  Giles 

1 1 87  7 

173 

i4‘6 

1 1 

3 

54 

60 

128 

io*8 

63 

St.  John 

33 

• « • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  . 

•  •  • 

2 

2 

24’I 

•  •  • 

St.  Martin  and  All 

Saints 

452 

6 

13-2 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

1 

3 

6'6 

•  *  • 

St.  Mary  Magdalen  - 

1377 

22 

16*0 

4 

•  •  • 

8 

5 

*7 

12*3 

182 

St.  Mary-the-Virgin  - 

206 

3 

i4‘6 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

2 

9*9 

. . . 

St.  Michael  - 

586 

1 

i*7 

•  •  • 

1 

4 

2 

7 

ir9 

•  •  • 

St.  Peter-in-the-East- 

366 

6 

i6'4 

•  •  • 

•  .  • 

1 

1 

2 

5*5 

. . . 

St.  Peter-le-Bailey  - 

656 

9 

*37 

3 

2 

2 

5 

12 

*8-3 

333 

St.  Thomas  - 

8895 

201 

22*6 

24 

7 

53 

27 

hi 

12*5 

119 

City  of  Oxford  - 

49336 

1100 

22-3 

124 

35 

262 

220 

641 

lyo 

1  *3 

2  7 


TABLE  I Va. 


Cause  of  death. 


Measles  - 
Scarlet  Fever  - 
Whooping  Cough 
Epidemic  Influenza  - 
Diarrhoea 
Enteritis  - 
Puerperal  Fever 
Erysipelas 

Other  septic  diseases 
Phthisis  - 

Other  tubercular  dis¬ 
eases  - 
Cancer  - 
Bronchitis 
Pneumonia 
Pleurisy  - 

Other  respiratory  dis¬ 
eases  - 

Alcoholism  and  Cir¬ 
rhosis  of  Liver 
Venereal  diseases 
Premature  birth 
Heart  diseases 
Diseases  &  accidents 
of  Parturition 
Accidents 
All  other  causes 


Total 


Ch 


g 

-G 

O 


CO 

<u 

Is 

o 

O 


<u 

St 

>> 

o 

E 


rt 

a 

> 

’S 

£ 

li 

£ 

y, 

o 


5 

6 

i 

1 

2 
I  2 

2 

I3 

10 

7 


4 

i 

3 

20 

I 

4 
55 


8 


T47  43 


CO 


G 

<L) 

G 

1) 

U 


co 


7  3 


12 

I 

4 


2 

1  25 


167 


<u 

L3 

H 


co 


3 

1 

1 

1 

10 

3 


1 

7 

1 

4 

24 


co 

<D 


O 

4-) 

CO 


,X2 

O 


CO 


gJ 

S 

4-» 

CO 


c 

(U 

b/) 

aj 


CO 


I 

I 

4 


58 


21 


2 

13 

1 

19 

6 

8 

1 


16 


49 


> 

1 

v 

rG 


CO 


71 128 


2  3 


CO 


17 


CO 

aJ 

w 

<u 


<u 

4-> 

<u 

4-» 

CO 


>> 

<d 

PP 


u 

<v 

4_> 

Ph 


CO 


I  I 

5 


I  2 


CO 

Cj 


o 

H 


CO 


6 

1 


15 

5 

16 

5 

6 


4 
1 2 


3 

35 


hi 


t/i 

G 


c*rs 

<U  '/> 
G3  c 
-1-1 

u  U 
^,0 


CL. 


IO 


3 

8 


5 

47 


107 


28 


TABLE  V.  Deaths  in  Public  Institutions. 
A. — Residents,  included  in  nett  death-rate. 


Name  of  Institution. 

1st 

Quarter 

2nd 

Quarter. 

3rd 

Quarter. 

4% 

Quarter. 

Total. 

Radcliffe  Infirmary 

12 

15 

20 

IO 

57 

City  Hospital 

I 

I 

1 

I 

4 

Oxford  Workhouse 

13 

IO 

3 

I 

27 

Headington  Workhouse 

I 

1 

2 

4 

Littlemore  Asylum 

5 

2 

5 

3 

*5 

Total 

32 

29 

29 

i°7 

B. — Non-residents,  excluded  from  nett  death-rate. 


Name  of  Institution. 

1st 

Quarter. 

2nd 

Quarter. 

3rd 

Quarter. 

4th 

Quarter. 

Total. 

Radcliffe  Infirmary 

20 

22 

24 

12 

78 

Eye  Hospital  - 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

I 

I 

2 

Warneford  Asylum 

I 

I 

... 

2 

4 

St.  John’s  Hospital 

I 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

I 

Total 

22 

23 

25 

85 

TABLE  VI.  CAUSES  AND  AGES  OF  DEATHS  WHICH  MAKE  UP  THE  NETT  DEATH-RATE. 


29 


TABLE  VII.  Notification  of  Infectious  Disease 

DURING  LAST  10  YEARS. 


Name  of  Disease. 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900  1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

Small  Pox 

4 

24 

•  »  * 

i 

1 

14 

2 

,  Scarlet  Fever 

196 

125 

47 

28 

40 

39  42 

66 

1 75 

384 

Diphtheria  - 

80 

46 

19 

30 

91 

131  122 

76 

63 

2 1 

Typhoid  Fever 

15 

24 

30 

32 

1 1 

24  5 

5 

8 

5 

Erysipelas 

40 

23 

32 

47 

28 

36  27 

28 

19 

22 

Puerperal  Fever  - 

. . . 

4 

3 

9 

3 

5  2 

1 

. . . 

1 

Total 

335 

246 

131 

146 

1— ( 

235  199 

177 

279 

435 

TABLE  VIII.  Ages  of  Cases  notified  during  1904. 


Name  of  Disease. 

O’l 

i*5 

5'i5 

15-25 

25-65 

65- 

Total. 

Small  Pox 

... 

•  •  • 

2 

•  •  • 

2 

Scarlet  Fever  - 

87 

247 

46 

4 

•  •  • 

384 

Diphtheria 

7 

10 

3 

1 

•  •  • 

21 

Erysipelas 

•  •  • 

2 

. . . 

15 

5 

22 

Typhoid  Fever 

•  •  • 

3 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

5 

Puerperal  Fever 

•  •  • 

. . . 

. . . 

1 

. . . 

1 

Total 

94 

262 

5° 

24 

5 

435 

30 


TABLE  IX.  Distribution  of  cases  of  Notifiable 

Diseases  during  1904. 


Notified. 

Removed  to  Hospital. 

Parish. 

Small 

Pox. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Erysipelas. 

Typhoid 

F  ever. 

Puerperal 

Fever. 

Total. 

Small 

Pox. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Total. 

Binsey 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Cowley  St.  John 

... 

5 1 

8 

4 

1 

1 

65 

•  •  • 

42 

3 

45 

Holywell  . 

Oxford  Univer- 

6 

•  •  • 

1 

. . . 

a  «  • 

7 

•  •  • 

2 

•  •  • 

2 

sity  (part) 

.  .  . 

3 

1 

*  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

4 

•  •  • 

2 

•  •  • 

2 

St.  Aldate 

... 

61 

5 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

67 

•  •  • 

45 

45 

St.  Clement 

30 

3 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

34 

«  »  • 

24 

•  •  • 

24 

St.  Ebbe  . 

•  .  • 

45 

•  •  • 

. . . 

I 

•  •  • 

46 

•  •  • 

38 

•  •  • 

38 

St.  Giles  . 

•  •  • 

26 

1 

6 

I 

•  •  • 

34 

•  •  • 

2  I 

•  •  • 

21 

St.John  . 

St.  Martin  and 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

*  *  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

. . . 

All  Saints 

St.  Mary  Mag- 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

. . . 

•  •  • 

*  *  * 

•  •  • 

. . . 

dalen  . 

St.  Mary-the-Vir- 

. . . 

3 

1 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

6 

•  •  • 

3 

•  •  • 

3 

gin 

. . . 

3 

•  •  • 

•  .  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

3 

»  •  • 

2 

•  .  • 

2 

St.  Michael 

St.  Peter-in-the- 

•  •  • 

5 

1 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

8 

•  •  • 

5 

•  •  • 

5 

East 

St.  Peter-le-Bai- 

... 

3 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

•  •  • 

5 

•  •  • 

3 

•  •  • 

3 

ley 

•  •  • 

9 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

10 

•  •  • 

9 

•  •  • 

9 

St.  Thomas 

2 

T39 

1 

4 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

146 

2 

hi 

•  •  • 

ri3 

Total 

2 

384 

21 

22 

5 

I 

435 

2 

307 

3 

312 

To 

To 


Radcliffe  Infirmary  from  district,  I  Diphtheria,  i  Typhoid 
,,  ,,  ,,  outside  district,  i  Typhoid  Fever. 

City  Hospital  from  outside  district,  i  Small  Pox,  i  Scarlet 


F  ever. 
Fever. 


*r 


3i 


TABLE  X.  Deaths  from  some  of  the 

PREVENTABLE  DISEASES. 


Year. 

Small 

Pox. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Croup  and 
Laryngitis. 

Fever. 

Enteric 

Fever. 

Diarrhoea. 

Dysentery. 

Measles. 

Whooping 

Cough. 

Tuberculosis. 

i 

Respiratory 

Diseases 

1872 

9 

16 

10 

2 

2 

5 

28 

I 

4 

4 

99 

88 

1873 

1 

•  •  • 

4 

1 1 

6 

1 1 

41 

2 

1 

26 

1 1 7 

1 1 2 

1874 

. . . 

•  •  • 

18 

15 

4 

6 

39 

•  •  • 

13 

4 

1 1 1 

83 

1875 

... 

I 

T9 

5 

3 

8 

40 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

16 

107 

119 

1876 

•  •  • 

1 1 

7 

2 

6 

12 

37 

. . . 

4 

9 

104 

57 

|  i877 

. . . 

35 

9 

7 

2 

1 1 

11 

. . . 

22 

1 

106 

103 

1878 

•  •  • 

1 1 

9 

3 

3 

9 

54 

7 

29 

109 

149 

1879 

. . . 

2 

x3 

5 

. . . 

7 

9 

... 

1 

6 

100 

93 

1 880 

8 

7 

2 

•  .  . 

4 

47 

1 2 

2 

91 

136 

1881 

1 

14 

6 

4 

•  •  • 

9 

T7 

. . . 

28 

22 

73 

94 

1882 

4 

84 

6 

4 

.  •  . 

8 

25 

. . . 

3 

13 

56 

104 

1883 

1 

9 

3 

6 

. . . 

7 

r9 

. . . 

. . . 

8 

82 

121 

1884 

•  *  • 

3 

2 

4 

•  •  • 

i5 

2 1 

1 1 

34 

82 

91 

1885 

•  •  • 

3 

4 

1 

•  •  • 

5 

r7 

. . . 

26 

6 

87 

123 

1886 

1 

1 

3 

2 

. . . 

4 

23 

•  •  • 

16 

16 

104 

1 1 1 

1887 

.  .  • 

3 

5 

1 

.  .  . 

7 

31 

•  •  • 

7 

12 

69 

i33 

1888 

•  •  « 

•  •  • 

T 

2 

•  •  • 

5 

16 

•  •  • 

4 

2 

67 

78 

1889 

•  •  • 

1 

5 

•  .  • 

•  •  • 

1 

32 

•  •  • 

4i 

1 1 

65 

105 

1890 

•  •  • 

6 

•  •  • 

•  .  . 

•  •  • 

2 

2 1 

•  •  • 

10 

x3 

98 

i45 

1891 

•  •  • 

5 

3 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

12 

•  •  • 

24 

5 

79 

138 

1892 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2  3 

5 

•  •  • 

1 

1 1 

I 

3 

36 

83 

i45 

1893 

•  •  • 

6 

32 

9 

•  •  • 

2 

14 

•  •  • 

25 

... 

74 

103 

1894 

•  •  • 

2 

23 

3 

•  •  * 

3 

10 

... 

•  •  • 

2 

80 

75 

1895 

•  •  • 

•  .  . 

14 

4 

. 

... 

1 

23 

. . . 

•  •  • 

24 

79 

T35 

1896 

2 

5 

5 

4 

23 

•  •  • 

52 

18 

66 

100 

1897 

•  •  • 

•  •  . 

2 

2 

6 

20 

•  •  • 

4 

23 

65 

1  x4 

1898 

•  •  • 

•  •  « 

5 

3 

•  •  • 

2 

27 

I 

. . . 

4 

61 

1  *3 

1  899 

•  •  • 

3 

1 

... 

!  ... 

22 

38 

9 

66 

102 

1900 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

2 

•  •  • 

4 

1 3 

. . . 

2 

17 

74 

1  26 

1 901 

•  •  • 

... 

3 

3 

•  •  • 

•  •  •• 

l3 

•  •  • 

. . . 

1 

56 

I  IO 

1902 

1 

1 

2 

1 

. . . 

. . . 

3 

. . . 

20 

18 

81 

I  l6 

1 9°3 

2 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

2 

x3 

. . . 

. . . 

10 

7i 

8l 

I9°4 

•  •  • 

4 

I  - 

2 

•  •  • 

... 

31 

•  *  * 

8 

3 

68 

73 

32 


TABLE  XI.  The  Zymotic  Death-rate 

PER  1,000. 


England 
&  Wales. 

76  Towns. 

142 

Towns. 

Oxford. 

Small  Pox  - 

O'OI 

O’OI 

0-03 

0.00 

Scarlet  Fever 

O'l  I 

0’12 

0T3 

o’o8 

Measles 

0-36 

0-47 

0-36 

o’i6 

Whooping  Cough 

o*34 

o‘4o 

035 

o‘o6 

Diphtheria  - 

o'i  7 

o’  19 

o’i6 

O'OO 

Fever 

0*09 

0*10 

0*10 

O'OO 

Diarrhoea  - 

o-86 

1  ’  2  0 

0*89 

o'6i 

Total 

1-94 

2*49 

2  ’02 

0*91 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT,  1904. 


Sanitary  Inspector's  Office , 
Oxford, 

February ,  1905. 

To  the  Members  of  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  annual  report  for  the  year  1904. 

640  inspections  of  premises  have  been  made  during  the 
year.  The  yards,  courts,  and  passages  within  the  district 
have  been  visited  frequently.  Where  necessary  action  was 
taken  to  procure  the  abatement  of  such  nuisances  as  were 
found  to  exist.  In  addition  to  the  above,  there  are  re¬ 
inspections  and  visits  to  premises  to  ascertain  whether 
notices  have  been  complied  with,  and  also  while  the  various 
works  were  in  progress. 

For  the  abatement  of  nuisances  510  notices  were  issued, 
being  323  Inspector’s  preliminary  notices  with  respect  to 
438  houses,  and  187  Statutory  notices,  with  respect  to  229 
houses,  served  by  order  of  the  Sanitary  Committee.  With 
regard  to  compliance  with  these  notices  pressure  had  at 
times  to  be  applied  before  the  necessary  remedial  works 
were  executed  by  those  responsible.  Legal  proceedings 
were  only  necessary  in  two  instances,  viz.,  one  dirty  and 
dilapidated  house,  and  one  defective  yard  paving.  Orders 
were  made  by  the  Justices  for  the  notices  to  be  complied 
with,  the  defendant  to  pay  the  costs  of  the  proceedings. 
The  repairs  have  since  been  executed. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act. 

Four  houses  in  Johnson’s  Yard,  Blackfriars  Road,  were 
closed  by  order  of  the  Justices  in  1900,  until  in  their 
judgment  they  were  rendered  fit  for  human  habitation.  The 
premises  having  become  dangerous,  I  reported  the  fact 
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to  the  Sanitary  Committee  in  March,  1904.  At  the  meeting 
of  the  Council  on  the  6th  of  April,  on  the  recommendation  of 
the  Sanitary  Committee,  the  following  resolution  was  passed  : 

“  That  the  Council  are  of  opinion  that  the  dwelling- 
houses  situate  and  being  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  and  4  Johnson’s 
Yard,  Blackfriars  Road,  in  the  parish  of  St.  Ebbe’s, 
in  the  City  of  Oxford,  in  respect  of  which  a  closing 
order  was  made  by  the  Justices  on  the  10th  day  of 
August,  1900,  under  Section  32  of  the  Housing  of 
the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890,  have  not  been  rendered 
fit  for  human  habitation,  and  that  the  necessary  steps 
have  not  been  taken  with  all  due  diligence  to  render 
them  so  fit,  and  that  the  continuance  of  such  buildings 
is  dangerous  or  injurious  to  the  health  of  the  public,  or 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  neighbouring  dwelling-houses, 
and  that  it  is  expedient  to  order  the  demolition  of  such 
buildings.” 

A  copy  of  this  resolution  was  served  on  the  owner. 

The  Council  further  considered  the  foregoing  resolution  at 
their  meeting  on  the  1st  day  of  June,  and  resolved  : — 

“  That  the  Council  hereby  order  the  owner  forthwith 
to  demolish  the  dwelling-houses  situate  and  being  Nos. 
1,  2,  3,  and  4  Johnson’s  Yard,  Blackfriars  Road,  within 
three  months.” 

A  copy  of  this  order  was  served  on  the  owner,  who 
complied  with  the  same. 

On  my  representation  to  the  Sanitary  Committee  that 
seven  houses  were  unfit  for  human  habitation,  notices  were 
served  on  the  owners  requiring  them  to  make  the  houses 
fit  for  human  habitation  or  discontinue  their  use  as  dwelling- 
houses.  These  were  complied  with,  six  of  the  houses  being 
rendered  fit  for  human  habitation,  and  the  other,  a  boat¬ 
house  situate  at  Medley,  was  removed,  and  has  since  been 
broken  up. 
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With  regard  to  two  houses  that  were  under  consideration 
at  the  close  of  last  year,  they  have  since  been  closed  by  the 
owner. 


During  the  past  year  notices  have  been  served  for  the 
abatement  of  nuisances  as  follows  : — 


Requirements  of  Notices. 

Notices 

from 

Inspector 

Notices 

from 

Committee 

s 

To  make  premises  fit  for  human  habitation,  or 

discontinue  their  use  as  dwelling  houses 

5 

To  cleanse,  repair,  and  whitewash  premises 

15 

42 

To  cleanse,  repair  and  whitewash  rooms 

8 

15 

To  put  premises  in  a  proper  state  of  repair  . 

2 

5 

To  repair  roofs  ....... 

2 

7 

To  repair  and  limewash  washhouses  . 

6 

17 

To  repair  and  limewash  closets  .... 

6 

9 

To  abate  overcrowding  ..... 

5 

8 

To  put  drains  in  a  proper  state  of  repair 

4* 

13 

To  lay  new  drains  ...... 

3 

To  clear  drains  ....... 

To  fix  syphon  traps  to  drains  to  receive  waste 

103 

13 

pipes  from  scullery  sinks  .... 

7 

7 

To  fix  new  closet  pans  ..... 

To  repair  water  fittings  and  supply  closets  with 

10 

3 

a  sufficient  flush  of  water  .... 
To  supply  houses  with  a  pure  and  wholesome 

7i 

17 

supply  of  water  ...... 

3 

4 

To  remove  accumulations  of  manure  . 

18 

To  remove  accumulations  of  refuse 

17 

To  remove  swine  kept  contrary  to  the  By-laws 

4 

3 

To  repave  yards  ....... 

To  empty  and  fill  in  cesspools,  and  connect  drains 

15 

21 

with  the  sewer  ...... 

To  pave  and  drain  premises,  or  discontinue  their 

2 

use  as  stables  ...... 

To  construct  furnace  so  as  to  consume,  as  far  as 

1 

3 

practicable,  all  smoke  arising  therefrom 

1 

To  abate  other  nuisances  ..... 

37 

28 

D 
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Complaints . 


257  Complaints  were  received  during  the  year.  Upon  in¬ 
vestigation,  10  referred  to  premises  upon  which  no  nuisance 
was  found  ;  in  other  instances  the  necessary  steps  were 
taken  to  procure  the  abatement  of  the  nuisances. 


Drain  Testing. 

1 7  House  drains  in  connection  with  24  houses  were  tested 
with  the  smoke  and  peppermint  vapour  test.  In  10  in¬ 
stances  the  drainage  was  found  to  be  defective,  and  the 
necessary  notices  were  served  on  the  owners  requiring  them 
to  put  the  drains  in  a  sanitary  condition. 


Water  Supply. 

A  sample  of  water  from  a  pump  supplying  a  school-house 
with  water  being  unfit  for  drinking  or  domestic  use,  a  notice 
was  served  on  the  owner  requiring  him  to  supply  the 
premises  with  a  pure  and  wholesome  supply  of  water.  The 
notice  was  complied  with,  the  supply  of  water  being  ob¬ 
tained  from  the  City  mains. 


Removal  of  House  Refuse ,  Sweepings ,  &c. 

For  the  purpose  of  collecting  and  removing  house  refuse, 
the  City  is  divided  into  two  districts  ;  the  refuse  from  one 
district  is  removed  on  Mondays,  Wednesdays,  and  Fridays, 
and  from  the  other  on  Tuesdays,  Thursdays,  and  Saturdays. 

The  total  number  of  loads  of  house  refuse  removed  during 
the  year  1904  was  13,224,  being  an  increase  of  194  on  the 
previous  year. 
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The  average  weight  of  a  load  of  house  refuse  is  25  cwt., 
giving  a  total  of  16,530  tons  for  the  year,  or  an  increase 
of  242^  tons  on  the  previous  year. 

The  average  number  of  loads  removed  per  day  is  42*3, 
whilst  on  two  occasions  the  number  reached  61  and  56 
respectively,  and  on  several  other  days  55  loads  were  re¬ 
moved.  The  lowest  numbers  recorded  were  30  on  two 
occasions,  and  31  on  one  other. 

Since  the  year  1891  about  16  miles  of  streets  have  been 
added.  At  the  present  time  the  total  number  of  miles  is 
approximately  54. 

The  number  of  houses  for  which  plans  were  submitted 
during  that  period  is  2,949. 


The  following  table  will  show  at  a  glance  the  number 
of  loads  removed  during  each  month  of  the  year  : — 


Month. 

House  Refuse. 

Sweepings. 

Total. 

January  .... 

1,165 

1,378 

2,543 

February  .... 

1,162 

I>°39 

2,201 

March  .... 

1,212 

1,001 

2,213 

April  .... 

98*  , 

489 

I,47° 

May  .... 

1,264 

658 

1,922 

June  .... 

952 

490 

1,442 

July  .... 

966 

545 

1,511 

August  .... 

1,017 

552 

b569 

September 

955 

536 

T,49T 

October  .... 

1,171 

869 

2,040 

November 

I,l60 

1,042 

2,202 

December 

1,219 

1,62  r 

2,840 

Totals  . 

13,224 

10,220 

23,444 

D  2 
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The  accompanying  table  compares  the  number  of  loads 
removed  during  1904  with  previous  years  : — 


Year. 

Number  of  Loads  removed. 

Total. 

House  Refuse. 

Sweepings  or  Mud. 

1891 

7,200 

4,874 

12,074 

1892 

8,108 

5,227 

13,335 

189  3 

8,973 

6,i45 

IS, 118 

1894 

9,582 

6,609 

16,191 

1895 

10,484 

6,81 1 

17,29s 

1896 

10,659 

6,982 

17,641 

*897 

10,976 

7,°°3 

17,979 

I898 

1 1,048 

7>io5 

18,153 

1899 

1 1)9°5 

7,454 

19,359 

1900 

12,474 

8,520 

20,994 

1901 

12,604 

8,919 

21,523 

1902 

12,905 

8,923 

21,828 

I9°3 

i3>°3° 

8,953 

21,983 

1904 

I3,224 

10,220 

23,444 

The  figures  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  tables  do  not 
include  the  removal  of  snow. 

Street  Cleansing. 

The  principal  streets  are  swept  daily,  and  during  the 
winter  months  it  has  been  necessary  on  many  occasions  to 
sweep  them  twice.  All  other  streets  are  swept  on  Mondays, 
Wednesdays,  and  Fridays,  or  Tuesdays,  Thursdays,  and 
Saturdays. 

In  addition  to  the  staff  of  street  sweepers  there  are  eight 
street  orderlies  with  trucks,  four  having  been  added  since 
the  summer  months.  They  work  in  the  principal  streets, 
their -duty  being  to  clear  up  all  litter  and  sweep  the  crossings 
in  their  respective  districts.  They  are  engaged  at  this  work 
from  9  a.m.  to  5  p.m.  In  the  early  morning  the  cab  ranks, 
&c.,  are  cleansed  by  them. 
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The  public  footpaths  and  bridges,  for  which  the  Cor¬ 
poration  are  responsible,  are  cleansed  by  the  sweepers. 

The  streets  and  crossings  of  the  main  thoroughfares  are 
swept  every  Sunday  morning. 

The  total  number  of  loads  of  sweepings  and  mud  removed 
during  the  year  was  10,220,  an  increase  of  1,267  on  the 
previous  year.  At  the  early  part  of  the  year  the  number 
of  loads  removed  was  in  excess  of  any  previous  occasion, 
and  during  the  latter  part  of  November  and  December  was 
greatly  in  excess  of  January. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  a  special  report  I  was 
desired  to  submit  on  the  question  of  street  cleansing  : — 

“  On  November  2nd,  after  a  spell  of  wet  weather,  140 
loads  of  mud  were  removed.  From  that  date  to  November 
28th,  the  number  of  loads  collected  was  normal.  On  Nov. 
22nd  a  frost  set  in,  which  broke  on  Nov.  29th  at  mid-day. 
During  this  period  the  principal  thoroughfares  were  coated 
with  gravel  on  account  of  the  slippery  surface.  On  the  29th, 
68  loads  of  mud  were  swept  up  and  carted  away.  On  Wed¬ 
nesday  the  30th,  the  thaw  continuing,  125  loads  were  re¬ 
moved,  and  on  Thursday,  December  1st,  189  loads  were 
removed,  this  being  the  highest  number  ever  recorded.  In 
addition  to  the  whole  (18)  of  the  mud-carts,  5  dust-carts 
were  employed.  The  sweepers  worked  from  4  a.m.  to  3  p.m., 
and  the  last  cart  returned  to  the  stables  at  9.40  p.m. 

On  Dec.  2nd,  3rd,  5th,  and  6th,  90,  79,  70  and  60  loads 
respectively  were  removed.  From  the  yth  to  the  14th 
the  number  was  again  normal.  On  the  15th  the  number 
reached  94,  followed  by  100  on  the  16th,  and  70  on  the  17th. 

Frost  again  set  in  on  Dec.  21st,  lasting  until  the  28th, 
during  which  time  slight  snow  and  rain  fell,  and  then  froze. 
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The  roads  were  again  coated  with  gravel.  The  thaw  set 
in  slowly  on  the  28th,  and  53  loads  were  removed.  On 
the  29th,  the  thaw  being  then  general,  193  loads  were 
removed,  being  4  in  excess  of  the  previous  record  of  Dec.  1st. 
On  this  day  18  mud-carts  and  6  dust-carts  were  in  use.  The 
sweepers  left  work  at  3  p.m.,  and  the  last  cart  returned 
to  the  stables  at  8  p.m.  On  Dec.  30th  and  31st,  100  and  51 
loads  respectively  were  removed. 

From  the  foregoing  it  will  be  seen  that  the  difficulty  lies 
not  so  much  with  the  number  of  sweepers  employed,  as  with 
the  number  of  horses  and  carts  available  for  the  purpose 
of  removing  the  mud,  most  of  it  having  to  be  carted  a 
considerable  distance  for  disposal. 

At  the  present  time  the  number  of  mud-carts  is  inadequate 
to  cope  with  the  amount  of  mud  swept  up  by  the  ordinary 
staff  of  sweepers  in  wet  weather  ;  mud-carts  are  of  a  special 
construction,  and  none  are  available  in  this  district  for  hire. 
Additional  mud-carts  should  be  allowed  for  in  the  next 
estimate. 

With  regard  to  the  spreading  of  gravel  on  the  roads  in 
frosty  weather,  I  find,  from  figures  obtained  from  the  City 
Engineer,  that  352  loads  have  been  used  for  that  purpose 
since  Nov.  22nd,  viz.,  from  the  22nd  to  the  29th,  166  loads  ; 
from  Dec.  15th  to  the  24th,  186  loads.  From  this  and  the 
gravel  used  by  the  Tramway  Company,  it  is  obvious  that 
a  considerable  amount  of  mud  must  be  made,  particularly 
as  the  greater  part  of  it  is  ‘  pit 5  gravel,  river  gravel  not 
being  readily  obtainable. 

There  has  also  been  a  considerable  amount  of  excavating 
in  the  public  streets  of  late,  all  tending  to  increase  the 
difficulty  of  keeping  the  streets  in  a  proper  state.” 


The  following  is  a  comparative  statement  of  the  estimate 
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and  expenditure  of  Scavenging  and  Removal  and  Disposal 
of  House  Refuse  : — 


Year. 

Estimate. 

Expenditure. 

£ 

£ 

1891 — 1892 

4,197 

4,098 

1892 — 1893 

4,446 

4,398 

1893—1894 

4,302 

4,209 

1894—1895 

4,349 

4,156 

1895 — 1896 

4,34*5 

4,265 

1896 — 1897 

4,400 

4,327 

1897 — 1898 

4,393 

4,209 

1898 — 1899 

4,349 

4,343 

1899 — 1900 

4,724 

4,922 

1900 — 1901 

4,875 

5»5I3 

1901 — 1902 

5,240 

5,444 

1902 — 1903 

5)4oo 

5,229 

1903  —  1904 

5,48o 

5,446 

1904—1905 

5,860 

Isis  Street  Yard. 


The  available  space  in  Isis  Street  Yard  at  the  present 
time  is  very  limited.  Since  the  premises  were  rebuilt  in 
1892,  cart  sheds  have  been  converted  into  6  stables  and 
1  storehouse.  The  question  of  providing  additional  accom¬ 
modation  for  horses,  carts,  &c.,  is  now  under  consideration  of 
your  Committee,  and  will  shortly  become  an  urgent  ne¬ 
cessity. 

The  plant  consists  of  23  dust  carts,  18  iron  mud  carts, 
16  water  vans,  2  snow  ploughs,  4  street  sweeping  machines, 
13  hand  carts,  and  14  wheelbarrows.  The  horses  number  26. 
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Public  Conveniences .  ' 


The  public  urinals  in  the  City  are  regularly  cleansed 
several  times  during  each  week-day,  and  once  on  Sunday 
morning. 


The  Underground  Conveniences  have  been  open  to  the 
public  as  under  : — 

Rewley  Road  C  Weekdays,  7  a.m.  to  11.30  p.m. 

St.  Clement’s  \  Sundays,  9  „  „  10.30  „ 

St.  Giles’  Weekdays,  6  „  „  11.30  „ 

„  Sundays,  6  „  „  10.30  „ 

I  submit  the  following  statement  of  receipts  from  the 
public  conveniences  during  the  year  ending  December  31st, 
1904  : — 


Convenience. 

Lavatories. 

W.C’s. 

Total. 

St.  Giles’. 

Rewley  Road 

St.  Clement’s 

£  s.  d. 

5  °  6 
230 

£  d. 

3104 

20  4  iil 

23  12  6 

£>  d, 

3i  0  4 

2  5  5  5i 

25  *5  6 

£ 

7  3  6 

74  17  9i 

82  1  32 
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Canal  Boats  Acts,  1877  and  1884,  and  Regulations 
of  the  Local  Government  Board. 


Under  these  Acts  and  Regulations  55  Canal  Boats  have 
been  inspected  during  the  year.  The  general  satisfactory 
condition  has  been  well  maintained,  and  the  breaches  of  the 
Acts  and  Regulations  very  few  and  not  of  a  serious  nature. 


There  were  40  men,  30  women,  and  31  children  on  the 
boats  inspected.  The  ages  of  the  children  were  as  follows: — 


Girls. 

Under  1  year  =  2 

1  to  5  years  =  3 

5  »  10  >,  =2 

10  „  12  „  =5 

12 


Boys. 

Under  1  year  =  1 
1  to  5  years  =  6 

5  n  10  „  =5 

10  „  14  „  =7 

19 


The  contraventions  met  with  were  as  under  : — 

Painting  Three. 

Without  proper  water  vessel  One. 

Preliminary  notices  served  on  the  owners  were  complied 
with. 

There  are  12  boats  on  the  register. 

H.M.  Inspector  under  the  Canal  Boats  Acts  (Owen  J. 
Llewellyn,  Esq.)  visited  Oxford  on  July  5th  for  the  purpose 
of  making  enquiries  as  to  the  execution  of  the  Acts  and 
Regulations.  After  examining  the  Register  and  Inspector’s 
Journal,  he  expressed  satisfaction  with  the  manner  in  which 
the  provisions  of  the  Acts  and  Regulations  are  carried  out 
in  the  district. 
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Movable  Dzvellings. 


162  Vans  used  as  dwellings,  attending  the  fairs  held  in 
the  City,  were  inspected.  ^No  case  of  infectious  disease  was 
discovered.  It  is  gratifying  to  report  a  continued  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  condition  of  the  Vans,  owing  largely,  no  doubt, 
to  the  regular  inspection  to  which  they  are  subject. 

The  following  table  gives  the  particulars  of  the  inspections 
at  each  fair.  The  figures  do  not,  however,  include  the  large 
number  of  itinerant  vendors  attending  the  fair  : — 


Fair. 

Vans 
used  as 
dwellings. 

Luggage 

wagons. 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Gloucester  Green  . 

25 

38 

62 

27 

29 

St.  Giles’ 

13° 

i5° 

263 

128 

124 

St.  Clement’s  . 

7* 

6* 

8 

3 

5 

162 

194 

333 

158 

158 

*  The  owners  were  again  asked  to  remove  their  vans  from  the  streets  into 
private  yards,  and  readily  complied  with  the  request. 


Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

As  Inspector  under  the  above  Acts,  I  have  submitted 
108  samples  to  the  Public  Analyst.  Of  these  96  were 
genuine  and  12  were  adulterated. 
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The  particulars  of  the  samples  are  given  in  the  following 
table  :  — 


Article. 

No.  of 
samples 
purchased. 

Genuine. 

Adulterated. 

Arrowroot  .... 

I 

I 

Brandy  ..... 

1 1 

4 

7  (1) 

Butter  ..... 

8 

7 

1  (A 

Camphorated  Oil 

5 

4 

1  (3) 

Cocoa  Powder  .... 

1 

1 

Cod  Liver  Oil  .... 

4 

4 

Coffee  ..... 

4 

4 

Cream  of  Tartar 

5 

5 

Demerara  Sugar 

8 

7 

I  (4) 

Gin  ...... 

6 

6 

Glycerine  ..... 

5 

5 

Gregory  Powder 

5 

5 

Ground  Ginger .... 

5 

5 

Lard  ..... 

6 

6 

Licorice  Powder 

1 

1 

Margarine  .... 

4 

4 

Milk . 

5 

4 

I  C) 

Mustard  ..... 

1 

1 

Pepper  ..... 

6 

6 

Seidlitz  Powder 

4 

4 

Vinegar  ..... 

3 

3 

Whisky  ..... 

10 

9 

I  (G 

Totals 

_ 

108 

96 

12 

(i)  Brandy,  (a)  ig’i  U.P.  “Contained  alcohol  and  water  with  a  little 

colouring,  with  admixture  of  Brandy  as  a  flavouring.'’ 

(b)  20'3  U.P.  “Contained  alcohol  and  water,  a  little  colouring 

and  flavouring  material.” 

(c)  21  U.P.  “  Probably  a  blend  with  20  %  of  Foreign  spirit,  and 

80%  of  Brandy  from  the  grape.” 

(d)  1 7 *3  U.P.  “  A  mixture  of  50  parts  of  grape  Brandy  with 

50  parts  of  Foreign  spirit.” 

( e )  30  U.P.  “  5  degrees  weaker  than  legal  limit.  A  mixture  of 

50  parts  of  grape  Brandy  and  50  parts  of  Foreign  spirit.” 
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(/)  19  U.P.  “A  mixture  of  Brandy  distilled  from  the  grape, 
with  5°  %  of  Foreign  spirit.” 

(°)  1 8  U.P.  “  Blend  of  Brandy  distilled  from  fermented  grapes, 
with  50  %  of  Foreign  spirit.” 

5  of  the  above  samples  were  purchased  by  deputy  and  not  in  accordance  with 
the  requirements  of  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

(2)  Butter.  Contained  excess  of  water  i'2%.  Proceedings  taken.  Vendor 
fined  1  ox.  and  19X.  6d.  costs. 

(3)  Camphorated  Oil.  Deficient  in  camphor  4  %.  Proceedings  taken.  Case 
dismissed. 

(4 )  Demerara  Sugar.  “  Yellow  Crystals.”  Proceedings  taken.  Vendor  fined 
20x.  and  i6x.  6d.  costs. 

(5)  Milk.  Contained  added  water  8  parts.  Proceedings  taken.  Case  dis¬ 
missed.  Vendor  to  pay  costs,  19X.  6d. 

(6)  Whisky.  4  samples  taken  informally.  One  3  degrees  below  legal  limit. 
No  proceedings  taken. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  2  samples  of  bread  and  2  of  milk  were  submitted 
to  the  Public  Analyst  by  private  persons.  1  sample  of  milk  contained  a  yellow 
dye. 

On  Dec.  14th  I  received  a  visit  from  H.M.  Inspector  of 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  (J.  Cornelius,  Esq.),  who  made 
enquiries  as  to  the  execution  of  the  Sale  of  Food  and 
Drugs  Acts  within  your  district.  After  examining  the 
Register  he  expressed  himself  satisfied  with  the  work  done, 
and  suggested  that  a  number  of  samples  should  be  taken 
informally.  Particulars  of  these  are  given  in  the  foregoing 
Table. 


Unsound  Food. 

The  undermentioned  articles  of  food  have  been  destroyed 
during  the  year,  as  being  unfit  for  the  food  of  man  : — 

Rabbits  -  -  24 

Herrings  -  500 

Calf  1 

Sheep  -  1 
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Dairies ,  Cowsheds ,  and  Milkshops  Order. 

The  premises  of  the  persons  registered  ilnder  the  above 
have  been  frequently  inspected  during  the  year. 

One  person  has  been  registered  during  the  year,  and  three 
have  been  withdrawn  from  the  Register. 

There  are  now  70  Cowkeepers,  Dairymen,  and  Purveyors 
of  Milk  on  the  Register. 


Slaughter -  houses. 

The  registered  and  licensed  Slaughter-houses  within  the 
City  have  been  frequently  inspected,  and  were  kept  in  ac¬ 
cordance  with  the  By-Laws. 

There  are  24  registered  and  3  licensed  Slaughter-houses 
on  the  Register. 


Registered  Common  Lodging-houses. 

183  Inspections  of  the  Common  Lodging-houses  within 
the  City  have  been  made  during  the  year.  As  a  rule  they 
have  been  well  kept  as  regards  their  condition  and  manage¬ 
ment. 

There  are  3  Common  Lodging-houses  on  the  Register 
with  a  total  of  20  rooms,  which  are  certified  to  accommodate 
66  lodgers. 

During  the  prevalence  of  Small  Pox  in  the  City  and 
district  the  usual  daily  inspection  was  carried  out  of  the 
registered  lodging-houses  and  other  houses  where  travellers 
resort.  In  one  of  these  houses  two  cases  of  Small  Pox 
occurred.  The  men,  one  the  keeper  of  the  house,  and  the 
other  a  traveller,  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital, 
and  the  premises  were  thoroughly  disinfected. 
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Houses  let  in  Lodgings. 

There  are  a  number  of  houses  within  the  City  let  to  the 
casual  class  in  single  tenements,  or  furnished  rooms.  These 
have  been  under  the  consideration  of  the  Sanitary  Com¬ 
mittee  for  some  time,  and  By-Laws  for  the  registration  and 
inspection  of  such  houses  will  be  in  force  shortly. 


Bathing  Places. 


The  Public  Bathing  Places,  Tumbling  Bay  (Male),  Long 
Bridges  2  (Male  and  Female),  and  St.  Ebbe’s  (Male),  were 
open  to  the  public  free  of  charge  from  May  ist  to  Sep- 


tember  30th  as  follows  : — 

Week-days. 

During  May 

from  6  a.m.  to  8.0 

„  June  and  July 

>)  n  )>  $.30 

,,  August 

>>  }>  v  8.0 

,,  September 

>>  >>  »  7'Q 

>> 


Sundays . 

Tumbling  Bay  from  6  a.m.  to  12  noon. 

Long  Bridges  (Males)  „  „  io  a.m. 

„  „  (Females) 

St.  Ebbe’s 


>> 


>> 


» 


>> 


On  Mondays  and  Wednesdays  from  2.30  to  4.30  p.m., 
and  all  day  on  Fridays,  Tumbling  Bay  Bathing  Place  was 
reserved  for  the  use  of  Females  only. 


St.  Ebbe’s  Bathing  Place  is  restricted  to  boys  of  13  years 
of  age  and  under. 
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Summerfields  Bathing  Place,  River  Cherwell,  was,  by  kind 
permission  of  Dr.  Williams,  open  to  the  public  from  August 
3rd  to  September  12th  inclusive: — 

Weekdays,  from  7  to  10  a.m.,  and  from  5  to  8  p.m. 
Sundays,  „  7  „  10  „ 

The  wearing  of  bathing  drawers  was  compulsory  during 
the  evenings. 

Free  Ferry. 

The  Free  Ferry,  Long  Bridges,  was  open  to  the  public 
as  follows  :  — 


During  January 

from 

9  a.m. 

to  5.0 

p.m. 

>> 

February 

)>  >> 

5-30 

» 

March 

» 

>)  M 

>> 

7.0 

» 

»» 

April 

» 

»  >> 

j) 

8.0 

f) 

» 

May 

6  a.m. 

)> 

8.30 

ty 

» 

June 

»  >) 

>> 

9.15 

)f 

>» 

July 

>)  )* 

)> 

)} 

/) 

j* 

August 

>»  >> 

8.30 

>) 

» 

September 

>» 

>) 

7-30 

a 

>> 

October 

9  a.m. 

» 

6.0 

y> 

n 

November 

>)  :> 

i) 

5.0 

)) 

•> 

December 

>>  )y 

>> 

>> 

M 

The  Free  Ferry  and  path  leading  thereto  were  closed  on 
Monday,  November  7th,  to  prevent  any  claim  as  a  public 
right  of  way  being  made. 

Infections  Diseases. 

In  all  cases  where  the  Medical  Officer  certified  that  the 
whitewashing  and  cleansing  of  premises  would  tend  to 
prevent  or  check  the  spread  of  infectious  disease,  notices 
were  served  and  the  necessary  works  carried  out. 

Disinfectants  were  also  freely  supplied  where  thought 
necessary. 
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Disinfection  of  Premises ,  Rooms ,  &c. 

607  rooms  were  disinfected  during-  the  year,  including 
seven  schools  in  which  outbreaks  of  infectious  diseases  had 
occurred.  The  following  articles  were  removed  to  the  City 
Hospital,  and  disinfected  by  means  of  the  Thresh  appa¬ 
ratus  : —  * 


Beds  and  Mattresses 
Pillows  and  Bolsters 
Blankets 

Carpets 

Articles  of  Clothing,  &c. 

267 

366 

302 

34 

775 

Total  1,744 

The  Water  Closets  and  Drains  in  various  streets,  and  in 
the  yards,  courts,  and  passages,  have  been  disinfected  fre¬ 
quently  during  the  summer  months. 

To  meet  the  requirements  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
Order,  which  came  into  operation  on  the  24th  day  of  June 
last,  the  disinfection  of  the  Cattle  Market  has  been  carried 
out  by  the  sanitary  staff  after  each  market. 

Prevention  of  Consumption. 

To  aid  in  the  prevention  of  consumption,  56  rooms  have 
been  disinfected. 

506  plates  warning  the  public  against  the  dangerous  and 
objectionable  habit  of  spitting  have  been  fixed  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  places  hotels,  public-houses,  factories,  workshops, 
and  workplaces,  theatres,  the  Radcliffe  Infirmary  (out¬ 
patients  hall),  clubs,  boys’  schools,  tramway  cars,  omnibuses, 
cab-shelters,  common  lodging-houses,  &c.  The  plates  are 
generally  approved  of,  and  no  difficulty  was  experienced 
in  obtaining  permission  to  affix  them. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 
THOS.  J.  HULL, 
Sanitary  Inspector . 


